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AHE WE FOR ENGLAND?

xiik nottLD's peace mat depend
WON OUR DECISION,

j1aan"e relief I Open Market In the
Orlm'-- ll " Alnaeat Certain Thnt
X.lblnc but Our Indoree ent f Tb I'ol.

Ir, will Avert Har Iletween Raatand nud

lier cenllnantnl FUsnla The Homealsaa
tuapoaslBllltr nesting 1'pan rrmldnt

Mnv Try rM,"
ratal Daj.MrlnEtnnrepared ThoTalUarnn

n Altiunce Itusslan lltm,
Xtiieial dibit Detpatch to Tun Sex.

LnvnoN. March 12. It has como to pas that
Great Ilritaln especially, nnI to eo" extent
European diplomacy as a wholo, no longer

th Spanlah-Amorlca- n crisis, tho Far
Eastern crisis, nml tho West African crisis as
Mparnto nnd distinct Issues. Theso questions

iro now lookod upon ni Interwoven factors In

a political situation which threatens the paco
ef the world. Tho declilon of tlic point whother
this Is a true view rests solely with President
McKlnlsy. I'1 powor and responsibility In
shvplng tinman destinies Is greater nt the pros-m- t

moment than has fallen to the lot of nny

nun In this generation.
There la dnni:cr that tho attention of tho

American people may be too much conceiilratod
upon tho Ctibnn-Hpnnls- h nffalrs with whloh
they are nioro directly concerned. Europo 's

tho'e troublos ns of little Intrinsic Inter-ti- l

ns compared with the Incalculable Import-

ance to tin) w hole human race of tho Titanic
iinifKlo which tlireatens to InvolTe all thena-t'un- s

of Europo and Asia. The worst outcome
ot ihc Spanish-America- n illlllcultles will be a
brlcl war. whoreln tbo United Statoa hasnoth-l-

to train except u sense of dtsagrconblo duly
bithfiill) performed. It U o simple truism In
politics to s..iy that vastly greater Issues hang
upon tbo American poller with regard to the
rate of China than anything the United States
may do ronccrnlnir Cuba and Spain. It is now
sltrfxt true that nothing short of a distinct nnd
6c!slo American Indorsement of the British
pol'cy In tbo l'nr Iast car. avert a collision bet-

ween Unhand and her Continental rivals. I say
tnrust, became It Is not yet quite clear w bother
Kussla end Franco oro convinced that Great
lintaln In in cirnejt In her open decimation that
iho will ko to war rather than permit tho part-

ition of Chlua or tho closing of tho British mar-
kets there. Their doubt. It It oxlsts, will noon
bo removed, for tho Salisbury Government has
taken moans to carry conviction to tho most
skeptical diplomatists on this point, Then, and
the time cannot be lone delayed, tho Franco-Itusilv- n

nttltmlo will uhangu or the war which
these countries, by their recent policy, hao
almost Uea lnvltlnfr, will come.

Most observer) aro inclined to believe tint
RussU will nianago to postpone tho fatal day,
(or her present uiiprcparcdncab despito her
ultimate Intentions It notorious. On the other
hud. If Great Ilrltnln Is convinced that tho
conflict U Inevitable sooner or later, t will Le
crcatly to her interest to forco tho issue.

The Urltisli war preparations for months
past havo been on n vastly larger scnlu and
more thorough Ihnu the present measures

in the United States. Thcro li need of
no argument on this situation to demonstrate
the vast huportanco of tho American altitude.
It U thUobiious importance, probably, which
haatTea rlo to freo discussion of an Anglo--

duicncan iiiuauuo in 1119 past tow uitys, u
which Is nioro prominent on your sldo

of tho Atlantic, according to the cable do-- .
than on this sldo. It should bo said

cnreerv caly that thcro is not tho slightest ex-

pectation In Ki'clnnJ that any alliance, will bo
made at tho present moment or In tho present
situation. It Is hardly necessary to add the
Entflsh denials to thoso from Washington that
Great llrltaln I as been so patronlrlnz and un-
diplomatic as to offer tho United .State assist-loc- c

In dealing with a fourth-rat- e power like
Spain. It is probably true that Knsllsh public
cplnlo-- i ii nioro well disposed than American
toward an Anulo-Kaxo- n combination, but ecn
tils country U bv 110 means unanimous in favor
of suth a consummation. Tho Kngllsh vlow of
the s ibject Is not altoBcther saltish, for It is bel-

ieved that tlio United ritatei, with its rapidly
expanding forolirn trade, will profit fully as
nuth oj Knttluud by to operation In keeping
open tho markets of tho world. On the other
land, lh regard to lmmedlato polloy In
China, tlmo Is probably sonio ilanicer of rotnlln-tsr-j

aciion by the Continental powers In tho
tpatlslj American control ery against tho
IVttd .States In enso the latter supports Orcat
ilrltnln in tho Far Kast. Any such notion, no
douht, would lead (Ircat Hrltuln openly to
tale the American side, but It is Impossible to
elltaate tbo complications which might nrUc.
Ttoprob'cm I'rcildent ."IcKlnlc5, there-lor-

is one of great dlflleulty'ns well as
loiuecjucncns in tho estimation of

turopc,
1 It Is useless to speculate vaguoly regarding
1 lluula'u Immediate polity or her ultimate dc- -

na In the Far East. Frank statements on this
I Wot are contained In an Interview with Dr.
I Uirkoff, tho well known Ituxslan traveller and
I Putanst, w ho Is now in London. IJr. Markoft's
I eonntctlOT with the llusslan Qovernmcnt en-- I

Ulles him to apeak with somo authority. Ho

I ' lluula hat no Intention of annexing Man- -

I "aria. All she dotlrea is the right to run a.
I railroad to an ke freo port. No doubt wo bo-- I

MieMtnchurla will ultimately belong to us,
I tnt tint niuy not bo in fifty or a hundred years.
I J8 ln no hurr' to Precipitate tho partition
I U Chins. For one reason, wo do not believe
I J Wsslble to partition that great empire.

l l1' not Afrlca-- Its Inhabitants have yel-- I
w ikins.iot black, as I seo some German cor--I

respondents are lamenting at the present mo--I
scent.

"The real European interests aro centred ln
"eloping China oommercially, and not ln dl.

tiding China territorially. We havo been In no
rry to secure an Ice-fre-e port. Until wo had

jompleted tho Trans-Siberia- n IUllroad w a would
seed such a port. Had we had our own

war that question, probably, would have been"t unsettled for eoreral years, liutour bandsave, been forced by circumstances.
"or poller In the Far East is not one of"try. We may well afford to await tha

ctents. I do not think there isouch doubt thaj we shall obtain what we

.' e Cnan. wo was Immensely im- -
rtii"!? wth tho greatness of Kussla when ho
ewlr , coqntr7-- 1 supporting the Husslan

. Uum1 wa dla not w down to U
.. ""ST as if ho waa a Viceroy of China.

irtat44 hUn simply a tho Ambassador of
".C0i,ntJr- - I" eonsequence he waa more luvwised with nusala'a power than with that of

of hlm.MUrn natIoM whldl mdo a groat deal

ceutT wlth JaMn or aI,y otller power may
but cannot prevent, our obtaining an

I. S" '"?ru Wllr mfnt probably foroe ns,
ctherwi

'"lce- - to annex Manchuria, which.
conald,. .' .

la not our '"torost to do. We
Is u7. 1.

w,rbetween Japan and oursolves
the

l)ne of our ""Idlnir Principles in
lilirV r ' u,,t Jamm I11U" remain onpower,

mil feifarrt tUe I'atlKastern-queslionn- s a
lerrltn.i'ri0.crl0"" I,roUew than mcro rivalry for

aUo ,,rlveK". It l a question of the
JaTnT'V!00 ' ,be wblt8 yellow race. If

allow o,i to Join forces with China, tho
ler in

w lW bo aooied- - Therefore our pol-'tal- n

boun'cT1"'0 k,eplnf J"PaueM "Wtlons

I uitii'i' rloLU8 that ?"' Political importance
I U F

,0 ,h0 U8lt of Queen Victoria
I 'wee at this Junetute, Tho Bptctatvr

dwells on this point with great emphasis to-

day, saying)
"Tho Quoon'a health and contentment are

both of hi jh Interest to her lubjoitn. but we nan
not think her Majosty has been woll counselled
In this matter. The greatest difficulty betwoen
Iondon and Parts Is that M. Hanotnux does not
bellovous in earnest, It is simply impossible
to make him bollevo that It Lord Salisbury had
resolved to fight rather than yield he would
ccrinlt tho Quoen to spond her holiday In
French territory. Such nn Incident would bo
a little too historical. Even In the event of a
declaration of war. President Faure would not
venture to arrost a lady so reverenced In Ger-
many and Kussla, ns w ell as nt homo; but there
Is popular emotion to bo reckoned with, and the
situation would ho ono ot cxtromo embarrass-
ment.

It Is Important to point out again tho unob-trustv- o

but vast augmentation of tho llrltlsh
nnvnl force In the Far East and at other points,
which is proceeding as rapidly ns men can be
found to equip tho fleet. Mr. (loschon's epeeoh
on Thursday oventng Introducing the naval
estimates Is fully continued by various state-
ments In Tub Sun within the last three months.
The announcepiont which caused most surprise
was that the Channol squadron, now more
powerful than ever, would not bo llmttod to
channel defence. Tho shores of Great llrltaln
in war lime would bo intrusted to the resorvo
hips now kept in commission. Thoso resorvo

ships were placed ln commission at tbo begin-
ning of tho year and behind them are nosrly a

core of other ships, mostly old, but still useful
battloshlps, pirtly ln commission and capable ot
taking tbo seas In an Incredibly short time.
Tho ability to utilize tho Channel Squadron,
or a part of It, away from home adds Immensely
to llrltlsh powor In Europe, and Mr. floschcn's
announcement is likely to cause a great sensa-
tion ln France, llussln, and Germany when tho
ronponslhle experts In thoso countries have had
tlmn to digest It.

Air. Gojchon also confirmed tho statements
ot tho reinforcement of the China fleet by ves-
sels from tho Paclllo nnd Australian Bt at Ions,
ns woll as tho additions already mndo or con-
templated from tho Mediterranean fleet.

The Wolsh colllory owners aro stilt having a
good time. Tho British Admiralty continues
to place largo contracts, and orders are rolling
In from private steamship owners. llrltlsh
ooallng stations all nlong the long routo to the
Far Kait are now overflowing with coal.

The ItalHn Government bos just contracted
with llrltlsh Arms for the cntlro roal supply of
the Italian fleet for tbo remainder ot this year.
Tho Italian newspapers explain this course,
which Is vury unusual, as being due to the fear
of certain International complications which
may possibly occur In tho courso of tho lato
spring or early In the summer."

Silt TII03IA.yn ffJMJfEA.

A Deluga or Application Tlio acock flub
acrlbc-- I'irey Tlmra Orrr.

Fjtrelal Cable Dfipatch to Tnn Sr".
Losnov. March 12. It was announced the

other day that tho business of Hlr Thomas Lip-to-

the great provisions and tea merchant, was
to be turned Into a joint stock company, and

1,000,000 of the i'J.SOO.OOO of shares In the
new company wni olTcrod to public subscrip-
tion. Tbo rush for shares has been almost un-
precedented. For tho Jtl.OOO.OnOof stotkavnll-abl- o

for distribution there havo been more than
"00.000 subarrlboro.

Tho scene at tho National Hank of Scotland
on Wednesday nnd Thursday beggars descrip-
tion. Thobank'sflratpostaldellvcryon Wednes-
day consisted of n van load of 18.000 letters;
'27,000 followod Inter and on Thursday, whUo-th- c

crowd of pergonal applicants rendored the
ordinary work ot the bank imposslblo despito
an oxtra staff and the engagement of tho ad-
joining premises.

Similar scenes crcurrcd ln tho offices of Sir
Thomas LiDton and his brokers. Hundreds of
clerks have been working nlgbt and day classi-

fying nnd answering tho applications which,
when tho lists were closed, amounted to

sterling. Tho post still brings belated
applications, and appealing cablegrams aro
coming from Cunadi, the United States, South
Africa, nnd South America.

Many curious applications have been received,
from a molest, ragged, and filthy 1 noteot
Scotland to a hurried, unsigned chock for thou-

sands of pouuds, and envelopes casually stuffed
with banknotes to tho valuo of hundreds.

An Interesting result of this rnsh is the seri-

ous displacement of capital. With 30.000,000
of capital subscribed for the arallablo 1,000,-OCO-

shares, there are now between 5,000,.
000 nnd 0,000,000 locked up In deposits. Tbo
bankers have promised to make unusual efforts
to rapidly dlsposo ot this portion ot tho business,
hut at least a couple of woeks must elapse.

Moanwhlle now Issues ot capita aT0 seriously
hampered. It w as feared that Investor would
be crippled for tho Chinese loan, though Its sub-
sequent postponement from March 1(1 to Maroli
21 will probably rectify tho matter.

EStiT.AXD IrM-Vl- N HUIP PLATES.

A MhlpBiiltdlDK firm airna na Order for
0,000 Tan to tho faroeaU Campany.

jire(nl CiM Dtipntch to Tub Sen.

uokdos. March 12. Tho llrltlsh Government
has placod n contraot for & 000 tons of stool
plates for shipbuilding with the Carnegie Steel
Company of Pittsburg, Pn, This Is tho first
order of tho kind that Groat llrltaln has placed
abroad.

Pliranurto, Pa., Maroh 12. The Carneglo
Steel Company has received from an English
shipbuilding firm on order for 0,000 tons of
shtp plates for the bulls of the vessels they
build. This Is tbo order which, tlio cable de-

spatch says, was for armor plates for tno Eng-

lish Government. Tho Carneglo Company has
received no order for armor plates from the
English Government,

HOUR WAItHUIPH FOR EXOIAXD.

Bnresfbrd Advises Ttiat All Available Fore lata
Wnrahlpa lie Purchased.

St trial Cable ZXuxitra '" The Bra.
London, March 12. Lord

Charles Ilercsford, M. P., delivered n speech
at a dinner given by the Navy Club.

He referred to tho sympathy with tbo United
States felt everywhere in England because ot
tho Maine disaster.

He then proceeded to urgo that England
should immediately buy all tho avallablo war-

ships that aro bolng built for foreign countries,
mentioning tho Chilian ship O'HIggins as ono of
the vessels that should be placed under tbo
British flag.

AttUASSAVOJt WIIITK DENIES ir.
He Hays ITa Have laot PlacHt Largo Orders X

milk Ibo Krupps.
flpMtal Cablt Pupalch lo Tiia Spa.

DeiiLIN, March IS. Ambassador Whito de-

nies n report that the United Slates Govern-
ment has placed large orders with the Krupps,
the great gunmakera of Esssn,

0eltlu lo Ilusala la Corca,
Fjueial Cable ea;aro Id Tnc Sen,

Yokohama, March 12, According to roports
received here from Seoul, the capital of Corea,
the leader of the Kussophlle party has been de-

prived of tho post n hlcli ho held as Privy Coun-

cillor.

Has Araentlua Bouatbt n Omlssrt
Sptciul Cable Detimleh lo TUB Hux.

Uiniiox, Maroh IB. The latest warship re-

port is that tho Argentine Government baa
tho Italian cruiser Carlo Alborto.

Worth tnHas).
Simpson's new Loaa OOlca and tfafo Deposit VaulU,

1 id west tvd tt., near Broadway, Adv. k.. tt, w. . . vr, ..,
I.OVU, E. W, tOMA.

A, naw eollar.-- 4t.

The .artb Spare Mnallrd.
Morning train lo Chicago In III hours, tip tbe lluil.

sou itltcr and through Ilia beautiful Mohawk. Valley
la ilsyllslit Kloeal oaa-da- rullroaU rl'lo Iu Iho
wurldi Lavas liranii Central Btatlun 10 aaehiaorn-lng- ,

arrives Cbloaio V not mornHiij.-.li- ii-,

MAKING WAR ON LK1TER.

TUX TOOXO SPECULATOR OIFSS THE
TltAiOB TITO KVItPItl.fES.

Re Astta That a Marsln n Flsrd an ny

. Uhaat Iirnllar null Ho lolls a, 000, 000
Uuabels Varipreietfly Ula Prraeat HoMlna

BsTert or Hla Brake to Harp Vp Price.
Citicuao. March 12. Joseph Lcllor treated

tho wheat pit to two big surprises The
first was whon, through Alien M. KIcr & Co.,
his agents on tho board, ho called upon the Hoard
of niroctora to fix a marginal value on May
wboat, thus, tt Is reported, forestalling the action
about to be taken by that governing body, Tho
newi created tremendous oxcltcmont, and the
directors took tho matter under immcdlato con-
sideration.

It has ben enntendod for somo tlmo that
Lcltor'a manipulations weio forcing wheat
above Its natural selling value; that It was
up about 91.00, when Its actual valuo for
freighting purpose was only 00 conts, and that
under th rules ot tho board Letter should put
up cash for tho 10 cents difference on every
bushel, Tho talk ot calling Letter to this ac-
counting was fit becoming goneralwhen ho
made bis request of tho directors. Tho matter
will bo examined thoroughly and passed on at
tho earliest possible ruornont,

Tho second surprise of tbo day camo with
tho announcement that Loiter had sold
2,000,000 bushels of cash wheat to Counsel-ma- n

& Dy. This is the first official
announcement ot any solo ot whoat made
by Letter either at homo or abroad, commen-
surate with his holdings. Already 4,C00,000
bushels of the Immenso amount of whoat con-
trolled by Letter hat been contracted for ship-
ment, but thero aro no statements to warrant
the nosertlon that this whoat has already been
sold to Ltvorpool.

That tho trade had not the slightest Intimation
ot this move until aftertho close was inudo man-
ifest by tbescnsatlonnl slump in tho price of July
whoat and the abrupt decline ln May despite tho
forces which Letter Is bringing to bear upon
the May option to frustrato tho attacks of tho
bears. Tho sale toCounselman ti Day will nut
quite another phnsi-upo- n tbo wbe.il situation,
nnd when tho session opens on Monday undoubt-
edly thero will be ovldenee o( the fact.

A pania slump Ih predictt4 for whent. Tho
radical decline in tlio Now York stock market
threatens to pull down whoat, and the Loiters
aro bracing themsehes far a turn. Even the
ovor smiling "Joe" cannot wholly conceal tho
feeling that something Is in tho wind.

Armour hou tho entire trade on his sldo be-
cause, with few exceptions, the local market is
only the bear sldo and pitted to a man against
Lei tor.

Tho transfer of cash whoat In local elevators
and other storsgo places to Couusolman &
Day rcvltcs a significant stutcment made
b) Clinrlrs Counsclniau Immediately after
his irturn from Europe. lie went to
tho other sldo a confirmed bear ami
camo back tho most sanguine bull. Tho state-
ment credited to him It that ho knew three men
In this country who were engcr to buy Lclttr's
whsatand piy market price. The Impression is
that Couusolman is buying for one of those
unnamed men, and that moro may follow. Tbo
market price ot cash wlnat, as rcvnaled by
March quotations. Is sjl.Oi! and over. Theprlco
paid to Loltor Is c.oso to this figure.

The flank movement jestordny on Loltor's
brokers In th wheat pit was not openly fol-
lowed up "Marring" certain brokers
from buying wheat nt bid prices is a dan-
gerous etpedient, and, despite tho rul-lu- g

credited to Secretary Stouc. tlioro is
no doubt the " barring" suLtorfugo is contrary
to the ethics ot tho trade, and will tie held so by
tho directors ot tho board If tho question should
be submitted.

May wheat was a creator burden on Inciter's
hands than it probablv has been nt any other
tlmo since lhat option beenmo a factor In tho
market. Ills brokers worked like Trojans to
keep the prlco of Mnv nt $1,01. when July
dropped 'J3 cents. They had hard work to
keep tho price of Mey wheat from bowling
down. too. As It was, the price of May sank 1
cent In a short tlmo, but owing to tho quick
snprnort frbm Letter returned to 91.04 and re-
mained s;cndy in tho face of fluctuations.

July Is tho speculative commodity and the
general trade is concerned In that option, so
that the Wall street score had tho most lmme-
dlato effect upon July wheat. Llttlo doubt la
entertained that Mnv wheat would havo tum-
bled, too, It it were not protected by tbo Loiter
millions.

It is said that LUter will remain in the roorket
only a short time. It Is his Intention to buy
soma moro wheat amount he has aire adyde-termine- d

upon nnd then get from under. What
Leltor Intends to do with bis wheat when this
step is taken remains for him to ey. The ac-
tual situation now confronting him is the con-
trol of nearly 10,000.000 bushels of cosh wheat,
exclusive of tho transfer y to Oounselman
&l)ay. and tho possession of lu.000,000 bushels
of,Mny wheat. The trade knows that Loiter in-
tends to send nt least 4.000,000 bushels abroad,
bocauBo freight room for that amount bas been
engaged In the East.

To-da- y tho-- o nrt S.450.000 bushels of contract
wheat In this clly, all owned by Loiter,

n Monday 1 la oxpci ted this supply w ill show n
drcreaso ot 350,000 bushels, shipped during tho
week.

This leaves the remainder still above 8.000.-00- 0
mishols, nnn does not Include the dally ar-

rivals of about 100,000 bushels.
Letter's profit on tho silo toCounselman &

Day is estimated at $200,000.

irffcB STOCK i.ST TUMIiLF.8,

Coiern rut Bands Nbnro In tbr Depression
Rra Iteaplna front..

In the stock market yesterday tho lowest
quotations were recorded since tho disaster to
the Maine. Cable ad Ices roportcd that London
operators were taking a very gloomy vicw-ottb-

prospect for peace and lookod upon tho situa-
tion as vory grave. The London stock mnrket.
whloh, owing to tho Saturday holiday abroad,
closed before our market opened, was reported
weak In all Its divisions. American stocks were
quotod at declines extending to one point.
Spanish I per cout. bonds msdo a further declino
ot point to 04V The Chinese situation con-
tinued to exert a disturbing Influence, with
llrltlsh consols showing a sllvht docllnu.

Thore was a flood of selling orders at the
opening ot tbo market here, representing both
long and short account. Initial quotations for
tho most prominent shares wore at losses com.
pared with Friday's final prices of from ono to
threo points. Stop loss ordors nnd the closing
out ot exhausted margin accounts aided in
causing demoralization. After tho opening rush
to sell thoro was a slight rally on buying to
cover short contracts, but this incited further
selling. On every succeeding fcoblo rally tho
market was attacked with fresh vigor. The
final quotation wero generally close to the low-
est flguros of tho day. Some ot thu Important
not Jotlluca were:

Consolidated Gas, 4'a points: St. Paul, 4
Solots; Manhattan, S pulnts; Northwestern,

Metropolitan Streot Kullwny, a
points: Delawaroand Hudson, 3 points; Louis,
vllle and Nashville, 2Te points; Reading first
preferred, 24a points: ltitrllOKton, 2t points;
United Stales Huhber preferred, -- Lj points;
United States Leather preferred, 2a points;
New York Central, points, and Ilrooklyn
Hapld Transit, -". points.

An Incident of the day waa a further declino In
United Stated Government bonds. There was a
sale of 22.O0O 4s of 1020 at 12in, with tho
closing bid prlco 121In. ngalnst 123, at which
price a salo was mado 011 Friday.

TESTEUVAV IN HAY AS A.

A Uall Last Nlafcl la Honor or Ibo Canals
Naval omen a.

Havana, March 12. Tho Hoard of Inquiry
did Important work Powolsun and 01
son, expert divers, examined tho keel of the
Malno under tho supervision of tho board.
Then thoy made 11 very lulnuto roport ot thntr
discoveries.

Mr. Klopsch Is showing groat activity In the
distribution of relief to tho roconcontrndos
Up to tn day ho has relieved over 10,000 starv-
ing persons in Havana. Tbu situation ot tbo
recotioentradoa In Metanzua Is leportod to-

day as appalling, Mr. Klopsch will soon give
attention to them.

At the tlmo this derpatch Is filed (10 P. M.) a
gala ball 1b ln progress nt tho Casino Esparto) or
banish Club In Havana In honor of the oilkers
ot tho Spanish cruisers Vizcuya and Alulranto
Oauondo, The gruatest enthusiasm prevails all
ovor tbo city,

Governor-Gener- lllnnco hat remitted the
One o(t000 imposed upon tbo American yacht
AnlU, which brought hero a party of American
Senators and Congressman. These gentlemen
lert Havana y for Malanxas.

A strong gal is raging outside of Havana.
On account of the heavy asa many tugboats and
other vessels bound for Key West Tiava put
back to thla port.

MaaWHaaWHi

VIIQIXO SPAIN TO rXffttT.

Tb Imparclnl laya (aalss Mar Pnt (ansa Crape
an Am ericas Flag,

Sntelal CaMe Detpateh to Tna Sua.

MAnntn, March 12. Tho Impartial urges
ho Government to allow tha present crisis to

pass and lo turn tho tlmo thus galnod to, good

use. It adds: "If our standard goes Into
mourning let ue nt loait bo ablo (0 put somo
pieces ot crspo on Amsrioa's ungrateful flag."

Elsewhere tho paper say thero Is still tlmo to
preparo a few warships, nnd perhaps It will bo
possible to buy a tow abroad, In any caso Spsln
bas some merchantmen which would bo ablo to
do plenty of harm to American commerce.

The tibtral publishes ft tabulated list ot tbo
Spanish fleet, showing thai It consists of seven-

teen oroteotedBblps, twinlvunprotoctod, olghty
gunboats, fourteen torpedo boat destroyers,
fourteen torpedo boats, and twenty-fiv- e trans-
ports.

mtiTisii nr.vr.TAcrtti.T3.
A Newspaper Aaaeri That Thay Desert to Jala

I'nrla Bam' lervlro,
rptelal Colli Dtiratek to Tire. RUK.

London, Maroh 12. Tbo Liverpool Journal
0 Commtret Is responsible for tho statement
that slnco tho Malno disaster at leastadoien
llrltlsh subjects'havo called at tha American
Embassy in London, asking for news ot relatives
who wero set v lng aboard the ship. Th
Journal proceeds to say that Amerloan ships of
war aro crowded with Englishmen and other
foreigners, and it is not safe for a nrltlsh war-
ship or merchant veuol to allow its crow at
liberty when an American ship of war Is any-
where In tho vicinity. Tho Journnf quotes anony-
mous authority for tho statomont that llrlt-
lsh bluejackets when deserting have actually
been received aboard Amerloan warships In full
uniform and enlisted in Undo Sam's sorvlce.

Thcro Is no doubt that American bluejacket
aro bettor paid nnd better fed than the British,
but the Journal Insinuates that the roal attrac-
tion is the lax discipline which Is supposed to
provall on tho American warships.

Slmllarrldlculous suggestions havo been mado
from tlmo to time since tho Maine disaster In
newspapers of less Intelligence than the usually
fair.Journal of Commtret possesses.

93,800,000 fOIl PROJECTILES.
Hurry Orders lo Manaraeturer Who Are

Working on Tnein .Ylsrbt and Oar.
It was roported In this city yesterday that tho

Navy Department had signed on Friday night In
Washington contracts for armor-pleroln- g projec-
tiles amounting to $1,700,000, calling for pro-
jectiles ot tho following sites: 4. 0, 8, 10, 12, and
13 Inches. Tbo contracts aro divided among

.threo concerns, the Carpenter Steel Company of
Kcadlng. Pa.; tho Firth-Sterlln- r Steel Company
of Pittsburg, and the Mldvale Stool Company of
Philadelphia. Another order for 9100,000 worth
of smaller sited shells, known In trade circles as
common sixes, was given to tho United Projcetllo
Company of Ilrooklyn.

Tho first three companies are now working
upon $2,700,000 ln Government contracts for
annor-plercln- g projectiles. Of this total con-
tracts aggregating $1,000,000 wore given a
short tlmo ugo by Gen. Flagler, Chief of the
Ordnance Bureau, U. S. A. The concerns have
arranged to double their capacity, and aro now
at work day and night without cessation in
order to fill the Government orders. "

Whon tho companies wore called upon by tho
Navy Department, it Is understood thoy sub-
mitted a statement as to what am ount ot shells
they could turn out ln thirty days, hut thoy wero
told by tho dopartment authorities that what
was wanted was a great quantity of sholls
within ten days. As fast as tho projectiles are
manufactured and Inspected they aro shipped
away from tlio various plants.

MAGAZINES JFVEt..

Admiral Heard' Float Is Uelllna In ( omplet
Flsbtlnc Order.

Kkt West. Fla.. Maroh 12. Nothing of Im-

portance has been dono hero for the rea-
son that Admiral Slcard bas dono ever) thing
hitherto that was posslblo to put bis fleet in
complete fighting order. The magaslnes nnd
coalbunkors aro full. Tho tars are In tho pluk
ot condition.

Tha last of tho wounded survivors of tho
Malno, five ln number, were brought from Dry
Tortugas to the Army Hospital hero today.
They are rapidly Improving. People hero ex-

pect tho return of the Doard of Inquiry at any
hour.

WEVLEMTES IX SPAIN.

Placnrds In Madrid Itrsre Tbelr Support ror
the C'orlts.

Special Cuhln retpalch t Tils St".
Maihud, March 12.PIacardi havo been post-

ed on all tho dead walls and other places
throughout the uity sajlng that the National
candidates for tho Cortes, whom all good Span-lard- s

should support, are Generals florreronnd
Slgura.

sloth of these Generals nro Woylorltes, yet the
Kopubllinn and Carlist journals declaro that
the members of thoso parties will support their
candidature. Tho placards end with "Long
live the falhcrlund! Long llvo tho army I"

11 A INE DET. tit EH ATELT DESTROYED?

statement br tbe "Arm r and Navr tUalatsr"
That Ibo President to So lafermnd.

Over at Governor's Island yesterday afternoon
an old nnd distinguished officer raited tho atten-
tion of a SUN roport or to tha following article
printed in yesterday's edition of tbo Army and
Nary Jieotettr, It was printed under tho head-
ing, "The Situation," nnd reads:

"Tho It'ol'ttr Is ln possession of lnformatloa,
the correctness ot which It has noroasonto.
question In tho least, that certain evldenco
gatherod by tho Court ot Inquiry nt Havana has
como in a semi-offici- form to the President
from two prominent members of tho board. The
information has been in I ho hands of tho Presi-
dent since Bundny, and has served as tho occa-
sion ot unusual activity during tho present week.

"The Information la to tbo effect that tho
Mnlno was drstroyod by a Government sub-
marine mine, planted In Havana harbor and

exploded. More than this. It appears
tbo Malno was purposely moored In the vicinity
ot the mine, nnd that the explosion occurred at
tho moment when Iho ship bad boon oppor-
tunely carried by wind and tide directly over
the mine, ..." 1 bese facta have been nt and written
about In despatches from Hav Ana, Madrid nndWashington, and iininntr the varied statements
niBde tho actual condl'lom have boon touched
upon, but nothing uutborltntlvo has hecn per-
mitted to escape from tbe court. That body Is
understood to havi; completed Its work, butnothing is likely to bo cifllclally prnmnlgnird In
regard to Its findings for a weok or more. There
Is obvious reason for suit) an action, tho objocts
ot which cannot bo dofeatel by Independent
nuwapnpor slaiimonts,

"There eon bo but one outcome of suc'li a re-
port, nnd preparations for tbo Inevitable result
nro belngindustrlously and Indefntlgably pros-
ecuted. The work of tho week, related In dotnll
elsewbotnlnlhls lssur, shows that tho Govern-
ment nt Washington appreciates tbo situation
and will be ready lo meet what has now roascd
to he a mere emergency,"

Whan thu reporter had read tho article, tho
olllrersald:

"1 know the source of that information and I
know tho writer of the article. I may tell you
that tt Is correct in overy detail. I do not care
to make any comment", further than to atato
that th situation, as thero stated, Is stated cor-
rectly,"

TO BUY TWO SHIPS TO-DA- T.

CAait opfer ran the two rra- -
tlLIAN ARXOROKADS,

Orders' Cabled to Onr Astnl In roactaa and
rnrlt 10 Close tho Urals at Once Several
Torpedo Beat Boalroxera Star Also n
Added to lb Savy In a Say ar Twa-C- bllt

Refuar t II tb Otnicarlna. nnd Japan
Ala Drcllnaa tn Dianas r Any or Htr
thlpa Now nutldlng Hare and In Itarope.

Wabuwotox, March 12. Following qulokly
tho pace sot yesterday by tho War Department,
tho naval administration y issued orders
and mado arrangements ot a character some-
what bewildering to those peoplo who, a wock
ago, woro satisfied that tb United States had
done as much as was Immediately necessary In
preparing for a hostile emergency in concen-
trating wax vessel and putting others Into
commission, and asking Congress for authority
to Impress merchant craft tor auxiliary work,
enlist 1,000 mon, nnd buy a largo aupply of
ooal. Slnco last Sunday tho machinery
ot tbo military branches of the Government
has boon humming without cessation, and

y tho progress mado has been something
remarkable. Secretary Long and hla indefatig-
able assistant. Theodore Koosovelt, wbot
"hoallhy jingoism," as his predecessor In office
deaoribed it, is tempered by a Judgment which
both tho President and bis lmmedlato chief fully
appreolato nnd value, havo been working with
an enorgy and application to duty that account
for all that has been done. There havo been no
backward steps token by Secretary Long, and It
is worth while notion that ho is ln as thorough
accord with tho President's plans as aro his bu-
reau chiefs and other oxecutlve officers with
those which tho Secretary has directed to be
carried out.

So many vitally Important things wero dono
by the naval branch of tho Government y

that ltls hard to saloet, any ono aotionandsay
it Is moro Important than somo of tho others,
Tho people of tho country, however, will un-
doubtedly And tho greatest satisfaction lathe
knowlodgo that express directions wero cabled
this afternoon to tho Embassies of the United
States in London and Parts to purchase imme-
diately, for spot cash, tho two Brazilian armor-clad- s

for which Spain end the United States
have been dickering during the present weok.
Before night, or by Monday at the
latest, tho American Navy will be augmented
by theso formidable craft, providing everything
"turns out as successfully aa the Government
ho reasou to believe tt will," It is also almost
certain that within tho next day or two
eovoral torpedo-bo- at destroyers will havo
been added to tbo naval list. Thcae
vessels armorclads and torpedo craft aro
to bo bought outright, without recourse to
the hesitating method Involved In placing op-

tions. Tbe two Brazilian ships nava been re-

ported at the Navy Department by Lieut. l,

United States naval attache in London, ns
thoroughly seaworthy and valuable Informa-
tion about tbem cannot be better given than in
quoting a note sent by tha Secretary of the Bra-
zilian Legation ln London to Tiik Sun's corre-
spondent thero nnd published In Tiik Sun on
March 8.

"One of these ships," wroto tho Secretary of
Location, " Is tho Amazonia, now at Gravescnd
loading with stores and ammunition. A Bra-
zilian crew is aboard in readlnesMo salt for Rio
do Janeiro. A sister ship, naraod tha Admiral
Ahrcn, Is building on tho Tvne, two coast

sblDsare being built at Toulon, upd a toy
pedcropat Is.bulldlngln Surmary."
b As tho nrgotlriUons for the sale of theta ships
aro under control ot tho Brazilian Naval Com-
mission, sitting in Paris, the arrangements for
adding tbo AmazonU and the Ahron to tho
American Navy will probably bo mado by Am-
bassador Porter and the naval attache of tho
United States Embassy to France, Lieut. W. II.
Sims. Thero was much uneasiness felt by the
Washington Administration because of the like-
lihood that Spain would get tho Brazilian v essols,
and efforts wero made to induce tho commission
tn session ln Paris to promise first choice to tbo
United Stales. This Govornmont expressed a
willingness to pay for the privilege of a refusal
on tbo vessels for a stated period. Tho commis-
sion meanwhile was coquetting with tho agents
ot this country and Spain. Yesterday or tho
day before It announcod that a bargain must bo
concluded within a few days. Whether a defi-
nite date was sot for closing tho negotiations
ono way or tho other has not been ascertained,
but It was intimated yesterday, as told In a
Washington despatch In this morning's 8t'K,
that if tboAmazonls and her sistor ship wero
not purchased by Sunday thoy would be lost
to the United States. A cable messege reoolved

y mado tho Navy Dopartment net with
alacrity and brought about tbedeclslon to buy tho
ships outright. This despatch camo from one of
the representatives ot the United States nbroad.
It said that Brazil would not grant any options,
and would only constdor an offer of money to be
paid at once, the payment to bo follow e J Imme-
diately by the transfer to this Government of
both vesicle. Hocretary Long held a conference
with the President on tbo subject, and bis re-

turn to tho Navy Dopartment was followed by
the sending of tbe messages authorizing tbe
ngont who will ooncludo tho salo to draw on the
emergency fund of $00,000,000 for tbo agreod
amount.

In tbo circumstances connected with this
quick work of the Administration It Is somo-wh-

difficult to explain tho understanding of
the Government that tho British Admiralty
would not consent to the sals of any ships built
or building at English shipyards. At first the
action ot tho Admiralty was believed to bo an
effectual stopper to efforts ot both Spain and
tho United Statos to obtain warships In England,
oven thoso constructed there under contract
with Brazil and other forolgn Governments,
Later Information, however, showed that thero
had been a misapprehension In regard to tho ap-

plication of the Admiralty's notification
to shipowners. It now appears that tho
embargo was placed only on the making of con-

tracts for future work between tho shipbuilders
and forolgn powers, Tho explanation is found
In tho roport to the House of Commons ot tbo
enormous naval budget, to carry out which
would require the employment ot all the

plant ot tbo United Kingdom, and in
tho desire to rheckmato Kussla in her stupen-
dous plans for Increasing bor navy, In which
she would be obliged to depend on British ship-

builders.
Tho price that tho United States must pay to

get tho Amaronls and the Ahren bas not been
loarnnd, but It Is probable that It will he left to
tlio determination of tbo Brazilian Naval Com-
mission and American agents. According lo tho
note quotod above from tho Secretary of tho
Brazilian Legation In London, "Brazil would
favor neither the United States nor Spain, but,
considering the matter as one of business solely,
woiildselltotbe highest bidder." It Is, therefore,
obvious that n falr-slie- d bonus over tho contract
prlco of tho ships must be Included iu tho amount
paid by this country to Brazil. What progress
has boon m.ido toward the consummation of Iho
tale will probably b known by the President
and thu Navy Department Every
naval official hopes that tho next news about
tho Amasonlsnnd the Ahren will result In an
addition of Iwo names to tho list of ships In th
American Navy. There Is tho greatest confl.
deuce felt in naval circles that there will be no
slip up In tho negotiations, Jt,e, what names
will be given the vessels If thoys.ro incorporated
Into tho United States Navy has not booncon.
sldored jtU Both are of tb type which would
necessitate giving there, as provided by law, tbo
nanus of States ot tho Union, It has beeu sug-
gested thit ono bo called tho Ohio and the other
tbo Malno.

Not so much Is known outsido of the Wblt

House and tho Navy Department about tho pro-
spective purchase ot torpedo-boa- t destroyers.
The Thornycrofta aro building thirty of this
type ot craft, somo of them on speculation, nnd
despito the notloo to that noted firm of ship-
builder that they must not soil any of the de-

stroyers, ns reported to tho Navy Dopartment
by their agents, It Is believed that tho vessels
which tho United States havo every hope of
obtaining w 111 como from the Thornycrott yards.

The Amazonls is being held at Gravescnd
awaiting tho result of tho negotiations between
tho Braslltan Commission and tho Unltod Statos
and Spain, Bho Is ready for service and has
even a crow on board ready to proceed to Rio It
tho negotiations fall. Her transfer to Admiral
Slcard' squadron would follow tho conclusion
of a bargain hot ween Brazil and this country.
Tho Ahren Is still In courso of construction, but
ean be made ready for servloo In a short tlmo.

As for the othor big ships on which tho Ameri-
can agonta In Europo hoped to obtain options,
they cannot be secured. Chill has declined to
sell the O'Htgglns, and this stand Is understood
to apply to Spain as well as tbo Unltod States.
The Argentlno nrmorclart San Martlno, at Leg-
horn, Italy, has also been withdrawn from
tho market, If she was over In it. Japan
has likewise declined to dlsposo ot any ot her
crulsora under construction at Philadelphia,
San Francisco and European yards. Ships of
this character wero not wanted, however, so
this Government is not disappointed over the
decision of Japan. In any event, the United
States would have tho right to take for tholr
own uso tho cruisers being built for Japan In
this country prior to tho actual transfer to tho
Japanese authorities.

Orders were sent y by Secretary Long to
Commodore Howell, commanding the European
naval station, directing him to despatch Imme-
diately to Key WeBt tho gunboat Helena and
the cruiser Bancroft Theso vessels, with tho
flagship San Francisco, compose tho en-

tire European squadron. All threo aro at
Lisbon, where thoy havo been awaiting or-
ders for some tlmo. Tho Helena was originally
Intended for tho Asiatic station, and was pro-
ceeding thlthor by tho Mediterranean route
when directed to remain at Lisbon until further
ordors. Tho Bancroft was built as a practice
vessel for tho Naval Academy cad eta, but was
sont to Turkish waters during tbe critical period
ot the Armenian troubles, whon so many Amer-
ican citizens wero being ln (the
Sultan's possessions, and has been retained
on the station ever slnco. Tho Navy Department
has not yot determined what to do with tho San
Francisco, but la Inclined to send her after tho
Bancroft and the Helena, Orders to that effect
will probably bo Issued next week. Tho two
little ships now at Lisbon will bo attached to
tho constantly growing squadron of Rear Ad-
miral Slcard. If war should come the principal
naval operations will undoubtedly bo In tho
West Indies and the Gulf of Mexico. The Ban-
croft and the Helena, with other small cruisers
nnd gunboats, aro Intended for use to blockade
Cuban ports, shutting off the Spanish Army
from tbe food and other supplies from outside,
on which It Is obliged to depend.

Movements of some of tho vessels of the North
Atlantic squadron were reported to the Navy
Department The battleship Iowa re-

turned to tho Dry Tortugas from Key West;
tho gunboat Nashville and the torpedo boat
Portor arrlvod at Key West. Tho Intention to
withdraw tho battleship Oregon from tho
Pacific coast and assign hor to the
squadron mobilized at Hong Kong, or to
that in tho vicinity of Key West, reported In
Tiik Si'N this week, was confirmed y by
the Issuance of orders for tho blgarmorclad to
proceod from San Francisco to porta on the
Pacific side of Central and South America, It
was said at th Navy Department this afternoon
that tho Oregon's ultimate destination would be
determined by circumstances. Iiik Son reporter
has tho most posltlvo assurances from on au-
thoritative source that Bho will form part of
Admiral Slcard's force If hostilities are averted
until she reaches Valparaiso. She will stop
at Acapulco, Panama, Callao and Valparaiso,
reporting her arrival at each ot these
places, and not departing until so or-
dered by tho Navy Dopartment. If noth-
ing occurs to mar tho relations of
Spain and tho United States by tho time sno
gets to Valparaiso, ordors will be telegraphed
to Capt. MiCormick to proceed with all spoed
around South Amerlc.v and from Cape Horn
northward to Koy West. If war should bo de-

clared prior to that time, it Is Ilkolv that tho
Oregon will stoani across tho Paclllo to
Hong Kong, to participate, Ir not too
late, in tho affansivo operations in the
waters ot tho Phlllpplna Islands. This
has not been definitely dcteimiucd, and the
Navy Deportment is hopeful that within two
months tho formldablo armorclad will drop
anchor In ICe) West harbor. That period, an
extended ono in thoso times ot quick move-
ments of naval vossols, will be required by tho
Oregon to reach Koy West from San Francisco.

With tbo Oregon addod to tbe North Atlantic
squadron, the loss In efficiency causod by tho
destruction of the Mnlno will be more than mado
good, for tbo Oregon Is a itrst-clas- s battleship,
whito the Maine was ot the socond clans. The
Oregon Is a sister ship of the Massachusetts and
the Indiana, both ot which nro under Admiral
Slcard's command.

irilAT DOES TI1I8 MEANT

Tbe Tnr OOlee Iterusra In Aeoualnt Ibe arr
r Ibe f.oenllon of Submarine Mlnra.

Washinoton. March 12. Correspondence be-

tween tho Socretnryof the Navy and Secretary
Algoronlhe subject ot tbo location of subma-
rine mlnos and torpedo outfits at tho several
ports w hero modern fortifications aro ln course of
construction has led to a flat refusal on the
part of tho War Dopartment to give tbe Informa-
tion desired. A few nays ago tho acting Chief
of Engineers was asked by Assistant Secretary
Roosevelt for a dotallcd statement as to tho
exact location of mines In harbors now par-
tially protected, tho data bolng doomed neces-
sary for tbo navy In tho event of hostilities.
The engineers' office declined positively to give
tho Information, whereupon Secretary Iing
sent nn official communication to tbe
War Department, In which tho request was
repcatad. Acting on tho recommendation of
the engineers' office tho navy has been refused
all Information relative to oltbor submnrlno
mlnos or other torpedo equipment which would
form a part of tbe coast defence system. Tbe
only explanation given by tho war authorities
Is that, as mlnos will bo operated by tho nrmy.
It Is not absolutely necessary for the navy to
have the Information.

ARTir.LEttT FOR RALTIUOItK,

btrilns or Ibo Forr re I Defend the CUT rm
llaatlla Allnab,

IIaitimohe, Md., March 12. -- By orders Issued
y the roeontly created artillery rcgliiu nt,

the Sixth, under Col. E. B. Wllllstoii, bus been
detollol to Fort Mcllcur. Of tho threo

tho Fourth Artillery, which liavobscn
at the furt for tho lust llvo jenra, under Major
George II. Rodney, Buttery L, ('apt. William
Krcret, has been ordered to Fort Delaware, hut
wheru tho olheis will an is not known. His
thought that thoy will likely he sunt to North
and lluwklns Points, nnd Unit Major Rodney
will be In charge ot tho fortlftciilluiis theruns
Ibo Fourth's oillters havo nmdo a thorough
study of tbo harbor. Battery Lwlll leave on
Tueoduy, ,

The Sixth Regiment will not llkoly get J o
for two weeks. Noxl week telegraphic lonl

betwoen North and Hawkins I'
and Washington will bo made nt Kurt Mi Wi :
Several cargoes of ammunition for lliosj to
places will oe recelvil noxl weok. Thai

will consist of gunonder jud shells V

FOll THE AUXILIARY FLEET (i
" Wm

BOARn APPOINTED TO SELECT 4 wl
rZTINO SQUADRON.

A Dozen ar Wore Vraa la Will Itelmpreaaed Ints) j&M
the Service na Soon na They Can Do Fitted) Wm
with Armament, nnd Will U L'aad rr jl&l
nolb OtTsaslte and Drnlva riirpasas. , lajl

Washington. March l2.-T-ho consultations iM
held for toveral day past between Assistant) M
Secretary Roosevelt, Chief Constructor lllca- - WM
born, Capt. O'Neill, Chief of Naval Ordnano Si
CommandcrBradford.ChlefofUieNavalIlurjal
of Equipment, nnd Naval Constructor Taylor It) 'i--J

regard to the Improssmont ot merchant nndprtV 'Vl
vato vessels for auxiliary purposes, resulted to. tM
dayln the formation of aboard Umakoe ang. jl
ments for forming an auxiliary fleet. Tho board M
will consist ot Capt. Frederick Rodger. Lieu. Iw
Commander J. D. Jerrold Kelley. Naval Oos ,1
tractor John G. Tawreaey, Chief Englae , JJi

Albart F. Dixon, and Lieut, Nathan Sargent. &!
Tomorrow morning tho board will meet tn tha '

office of Assistant Secretary Roosevelt to im
arrange for carrying oat tho plans agreod on by m
Mr, Roosevelt nnd tbo officer with whom ha yW
has been ln consultation. Theso plans provido "i4l
for the addition to tho present naval forco of fjfl
a large number of steam Teasels, some of t
whloh will bo plaoed In servloo Just aa soon aa ?',"

they are fit tod with armament and other neoes i
sary appurtenances of flghUng craft, ovon If no 1
hostilities aro declared by that time. After to
morrow's conference tbe membars ot tho board "'
will vlstt ports on the Atlantic, tba Gulf, and ''
tha groat lakes, to Inspect vossols suitable for
auxiliary purposes. Thoy will also begin activo
negotiations with ship owners for the transf

'

to tho Government of the proper kind of crafr, ;
Offers ot big steamers, tugs, yachts, and in fact f--
ovory typo of marlno vessel propelled by stoani, jt
have boon made, M

Thelloojovolt committee has already autlcJV
pated attempts on the part of somo of thoso whs 1
havo tho right kind ot steamers to tako advan.
tago of tho present emergency Irs making J?
contracts with tho Government, Thaif 'M.
hopes of compelling tho payment ot largf t$
sums, however, will not bo gratified, as tbo 'J
board created y will bo instrncted to '&
our bids for tho services of many vessels of tha j.
same typo and tonnage. Consideration ot tha , ,'j'
claims of those owners who submit exorbitant &

bids will be refused. ,:
Tbe clans mado contemplate tho formation of 1"

a fleet ot a dozon steamships and tho selection of
steam yachts and tugs for use as scouts for nava) v'
squadrons. Tbo board, of which Capt, Rodgera f.
is President, will mako the selections, and t,
tbe necessary contracts, and havo ciarga M;

of tho arrangements for arming nnd equip-- 9,
ping tho vossels seleoted. Thero are now about
200 vessels avallablo for auxiliary purpose
on a, list prepared for tho Navy Department, I E

and diagrams for placing guns on somo of theso I

and for giving them protootlvo qualities bava j Sy
been mado by tho Construction Bureau, so that I
all that remains is to put men lo work ln con St
verting them Into lighting craft. Capt. Rod. I

'

gors will arrange all these stoamcrsintogroups. j J
For example there will be ono group of '
vessels consisting of tba St. Louts, tho St,
Paul and ships ot smaller tonnsge. Another ."group will be composed of tha New York, tha I
Paris, and inferior steamships. It there is a S
lower bid for furnishing a vessel in ono group
than for furnishing one of corresponding eft 'M
clency In another group, tho lower bid will of tyj
courso bo accepted, - - ' '0.

The Intention ot tbe board, as outlined by tha ,;

Roosevelt commttteo, will not be to impress all
four of tho powortul ocean greyhounds of thq
International Navigation Company, but tba 4,
big auxiliary fleet of a dozen ships will
bo beaded by tho St. Paul and tho St. jh
Louis or tho New York and tbe Paris. '
Which two will bo Impressed n tho oyent E
ot war will bo left to the determination ,

of tho Rodgers hoard, The steam yacht J;
rind tups will be taken by tho Government - 2P
and tho work ot arming and equipping
begun Just na soon as tho contracts for their uso 1
nro signed. When this work Is completed ther -

w ill bo sent to join Admiral Slcard' squadron 1'
In tbu Gulf of Mexico. They will perform picket '
duty for the war vessels. Tho big ocean nnd ,t'
lake steamships, which will bo included la
tha squadron of a dozen, will not bo actually
Impressed until hostilities aro commence! or 4
until it Is known that they cannot bo avoided,
This great marine flotilla will be used for both
offensive nnd dofensive purposes. It will guard 3
tbe ports ot tbo United States or prey upon tha T--

enemy's commerce, ns tho enso may bo, in eqtn.
pany with tho armored cruiser Brooklyn and i J
tho cruisers Columbia and Minneapolis. j

Asa result of tho conforenco to bo held to &
morrow, Capt. Rodgers and his colleagues will J
proceed immediately to purchaso or charter sev - I
oral steam colliers. These will bo calloi. on for V
service immediately in transporting coil to
tho squadron In tho Gulf aud will alsu ba Jr
avallablo tor carrying fuel to Unltod State a
ships In other parts of tho world. Tbe need of. f
this typo ot transport has been plainly demon. ?
stratcd In Iho preparations which tho naval ad '
ministration Is making, Thero is some dlffor--
enco of opinion as to whether warships can taka
on coal at eea, and the position of tho col. '
liors will enable the Navy Department to ;',

sottle tho voxed question. Tho principal duty
of the colliers, however, will bo to oarry coal
from ond to tho central supply stations. ;J

Sorornl offers ot vessols suitable for
transporting fuol have been received at tha &

Navy Department and aro under consider. f
tlon. Tbo present Intention ot tbo Government
is not to purchaso vessels of the auxiliary fleet,
but to charter them for stipulated amounts, do- - ,

ponding on tho character of tho vessel and tba
length of time it Is used, .

Hundreds of persons with things to sell lo tha ',

Government In tho nrrscnt emergency, from .

paint to battleships, are bealoglnr tho Navy
Department, either In person or by letters and
telegrams. In many cases theso porsona
employ political Influence in tho endeavor tq
sell tholr wares, and some have evon appeared
at tho Navy Department, In company with Ben- - -

ators and Representatives in Congress. Secretory i

Long and the beads of bureaus havo been strlous- - ' y
ly annoyed by their importunities, and tho nW i
nloymont of political influence to mako tale '1

has led to tlio suspicion In some cases t
th articles would not bo acceptable on v

their merits. Iu vlow of this condition
of affairs tho Navy Dopartment has decided ?

that political considerations will have abso- - j
lutelvno wolght In tbe arrangement of con.
tracts. In tbo buying ot ships the only elements i.
to bo considered are speed, structural stability, ,

coal capacity, and cheapness, and these matter ;

will recelvo attention strictly according to their
merits. I 1

Moro than 300 porsons or firms are bidding to
furnish coal for tho fleets. Secretary Long hai f
left this matter entirely In tho hands of Com- -

iiiinidor Ilrudfnrd, Chief of tho Bureau of a
Equipment, nnd will assume no rospontl- - 4,

blllty In regard to It, His Instructions to o
Cuiiiiuaudor Bradford require that com J 5

tracts sliall bo mado without rtferonco to pur- - J
sons or luftiituco. Commander Ilruilford will b
tho fln.i arbiter in regard lo coal and other sun- - i

piles, nnd It bas boon so arranged that Mr, 1oiiK V

will havo no authority lo overrule his decisions., i

llnrrylna Dr. Untlliin's II 1st Una, '

CI MBUtP,!),, Maroh 12.- -1 ho largest single- -

picro gun In tho world, which Dr. Galling ha

Just finished hero, was plate I in an oiren y .

for heating in tho annealliig process. It will ha
taken out tho uilddloof noxl week In time for fliirpeollonby the National Board of Ordnance. '.
It wlllho rushed lo tho Washington Nry Wrd
noxl week, and will i rlftoil ami itiounlod. If
it hot Xnowu hero wre it will bo mouutad,

'i


